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was only meant by him to prevent the mischiefs which might arise from
the scandal of their unjust deportment; but, as they were not excom-
municated, it was no violation of any canon to communicate with them.
St Martin therefore in this extremity ran to the palace again, and promised
the emperor to communicate with Ithacius provided he would pardon
those unfortunate persons and recall the tribunes which had been sent
into Spain. Maximus immediately complied with his demands. The
next day being pitched upon by the Ithacians for the ordination of Felix,
the newly-elected Bishop of Triers, St Martin communicated with them
upon that occasion, that so many people might be rescued from slaughter.
The day following, he left Triers with some remorse or grief for his con-
descension. But he was comforted by an angel at prayer in the wood near
Andethanna, now Echternach, five miles from Triers, who said to him
that he had reason to grieve for a condescension which was a misery, but
charity rendered it necessary and excusable. St Sulpicius adds that St
Martin used to tell them with tears in his eyes that, from this time, it
cost him more difficulty and longer prayers to cast out devils than formerly.
Some weakness, imperfection, or venial sin is often an occasion of a sub-
traction of sensible devotion or grace till it be recovered by greater humility
and compunction: though such subtractions are frequently sent merely
for trials.

St Martin continued his journey to Tours, where he was received as
the tutelar angel of his people* In his great age he relaxed nothing of his
austerities or of his zealous labours for the salvation of others; and he con-
tinued to the end of his life to confirm his doctrine by frequent and
wonderful miracles, as we are assured by St Sulpicius Severus.

St Martin was above fourscore years old when God was pleased to
put a happy end to his labours* Long before his departure he had know-
ledge of his approaching death, which he clearly foretold to his disciples.
Being informed that a scandalous difference had arisen amongst the clergy
at Cande, a parish at the extremity of his diocese at the confluence of the
Loire and the Vienne, in Touraine, upon the borders of Poitou and Anjou,
he went thither to compose the disturbance, attended as usual by a great
number of his disciples. Having remained there some time and settled
all things to his satisfaction, he was preparing for his return when he was
seized with his last sickness, and found, on a sudden, his strength fail
him. As soon as he was taken ill, he called his religious brethren about
him and told them that the time of his departure was come. At this news
they all with tears and with one voice said to him, " Father, why do you
forsake us? or to whom do you recommend us? The ravening wolves
will fall upon your flock. We know you desire to be with Jesus Christ,
but your reward is secure; nor will be a whit diminished by being deferred
awhile. Have pity on our necessity, who arc left amidst great dangers/*